UBRARV 


BY 

J.  J.  MURRAY,  M.B.,  D.PoH. 

(District  Medical  Officer 
of  Health) . 


REPORT  OF  THE- MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1942. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


I beg  to 

present  the 

Annual  Report  on 

the  health 

of  your  District,  ( 

bf  necessity 

in  an  abbreviated 

form. 

CHIEF  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

124 

118 

242 

Illegitimate 

8 

6 

14 

132 

124 

256 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

5 

7 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

2 

5 

7 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  16.14 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  27 

Males  Females  Total 

DEATHS  104  92  I96 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  . 12.3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes: 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
yliva  and  still) births , 


Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

1 

Total 

1 

3.8 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  G 3 9 

Death-rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  3^ 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  37 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  ” Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  3I 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ^ 1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 


Comparison  with  some  of  the  figures  for  the  whole  country 
is  as  follov/s:- 


England  & Wales 


District 


15.8 

11.6 

49 


16.1 

12.3 

34 


Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


The  following  table  gives  the 

causes 

of  death  during 

1942; 

Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Measles 

- 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

Vifhooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

- 

- 

- 

Influenza 

1 

- 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  fever 

1 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  5 

1 

4 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

- 

1 

G.P.I.  Tabes^  etc. 

- 

- 

- 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

IS 

51 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

•1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  etc. 

15 

15 

28 

Heart  Disease 

. 22 

20 

42 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

4 

5 

7 

Bronchitis 

7 

4 

11 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

4 

8 

Other  Respiratory , Diseases 

2 

1 

5 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

- 

2 

Diarrhoea  etc.. 

- 

- 

- 

Appendicitis  etc. 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

6 

4 

10 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

5 

5 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  etc. 

1 

- 

1 

Premature  Birth 

1 

2 

5 

Suicide 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths  from  Violence 

5 

1 

4 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

5 

1 

4 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

15 

15 

26 

TOTALS 

104 

92 

196 
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GETIERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


The  general  pooling  of  hospital  accommodation  continues 
and  has  proved  of  much  value.  Provisions  remain  unaltered. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Water  Supplies. 

Samples  analysed  were  satisfactory,  and  supplies  had 
been  reasonably  adequate. 


Sewage. 

Conditions  have  not  altered  since  War  began. 


HOUSING, 


Must,  of  necessity,  remain  in  abeyance  for  the  time 

being. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Duties  under  the  Food  and  Drug  Actsl928-38  are  carried 
out  by  the  Inspector  of  Weights  & Measures.  Sanitary 
Inspectors  can  also  take  samples  under  the  Acts. 

All  dairies  and  slaughterhouses  are  under  the 
supervision  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  by  whom  they  are 
visited  periodically. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Notified  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1942. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 

Notified. 

Admitted  to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

18 

- 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

- 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

10 

- 

8 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

85 

- 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

41 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

3 

- 

- 

Anterior  polio-myelitis 

1 

— 

— 
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ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  CASBG  (OTHER 

THAN  TUBEjRCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1942. 


Age  Groups 
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Under  1 

year 

1 

6 

14 

1-2  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

10 

- 

- 

3-4 

fi 

2 

- 

- 

— 

- 

11 

7 

- 

- 

5-10 

It 

15 

- 

- 

— 

- 

48 

6 

1 

- 

11  - 15 

It 

3 

— 

— 

- 

— 

8 

2 

— 

- 

16  - 20 

It 

’1 
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- 
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21  - 55 

ri 
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36  - 45 

It 
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_ _ 
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- 
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46  - 65 

tt 
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4 

- _ 

- 

- 
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66  and  ( 

over 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— — 

— 

1 

— 

TOTALS 

23 

2 

- 

5 

10 

- 85 

41 

5 

1 

SCARLET  FEVER. 


2j5  cases  notified.  No  appearance  in  epidemic  form. 
There  were  no  deaths. 


DIPHTPIERIA. 


There  Virere  two  cases  notified  during  the  year.  Both 
were  admitted  to  hospital  and  were  of  a mild  nature;  both 
recovered . 


PNEUMONIA . 


Ten  cases  v/ere  notified  and  there  were  eight  deaths. 


V/HOOPING  COUGH  & MEASLES. 


Cases  of  the  above  diseases  were  largely  notified  during 
the  early  months  of  the  year  - Vi/hooping  Cou'gh  41,  Measles  85. 
There  was  one  death  from  measles  in  a child  aged  1 year. 


PUERPEFxAL  pyrexi a . 


Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  all  of  them 
recovering. 


-4- 


DIPHTHERIA  BMUNISATION. 


The  table 
immunised  during 

below  gives 
the  year:- 

the  total  number 

of  children 

Under  five 

5 - IS  years 

Total 

317 

423 

740 

Estimated  % 
of  total 

child  population 

40 

82 

imiTiunised. 


This  estimate  of  total  immunisations  is  conservative, 
as  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  exact  information  regarding 
the  number  innoculated  by  private  practitioners.  The  response 
to  the  campaign  has  been  good,  especially  in  the  past  two 
years. 


SCABIES. 


An  arrangement  was  made  with  the  County  Council  whereby 
cases  could  be  admitted  to  their  Institutions  at  a flat  rate 
per  case  irrespective  of  the  length  of  stay.  3 cases  were 
treated  under  this  Scheme.  The  incidence  on  the  whole  has 
not. been  marked,  but  a considerable  number  of  cases  have  been 
treated  at  their  homes  by  local  practitioners. 


No  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  due  to  infectious 

disease. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  follov/ing  Table  gives  particulars  of  the  14  new 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  from  the  disease  in 
the  area  during  1942. 


Age  Periods 

Pulmon 

New 

ary 

Cases 

Nori-Pulmonary 

De 

Pulmonary 

aths 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M . F . 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1-4  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ _ 

5-14  " 

- 

J- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

_ _ 

15  - 24  " 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

25  - 34 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

_ _ 

35  - 44  » 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— - 

45  - 54  ” 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— — 

55  - 64  ” 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ _ 

65  and  over 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

TOTALS  6323  311 


Number  of  deaths  from  non- notified  Tuberculosis  Nil 


Total  number  of  Tuberculosis  deaths 


5 


In  general,  the  health  of  the  District  has 
been  very  satisfactory. 

I am  much  indebted  to  my  colleagues  in  this 
and  other  departments  for  their  kind  co-operation  and 
help. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.' J.  MURRAY. 


